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Recent work on the Isopod suborder Phreatoicoidea (Nicholls 1943-44)
which dates back to the lacustrine Triassic of Australia (Chilton 1918)
has made it possible to review the position of a hitherto doubtful Permian
fossil from Ingland and Germany, Palacocrangon prablematicus
(Schiotheim) (Fig. 1la). Bate considered it first as an Isopod (in Kirkby
1857, where the genus was re-named Prosopaoniscus, without justification),
and later as an Amphipod (Bate 1859), an interpretation in which von
Ammon (1882) and others concurred. Geinitz (1863) questioned Bate's
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Fig. 1. 'n—-]-"alne!ocranyml probiematicus {Schlotheim)}. Hecourtruetion from figures given by Bate, 1830,
hF)

h—Protamphivopus wiknamattengis (Chilton). Beconstruetion, from Nicholls, 1943, fig, 264,
s.'i%h f;w';et of the appendages owmilied and hounduries bevween abdominal segments 1-B shown by
otled lines,

reconstruction and later van Straelen (1931) listed the fossil as “incertae
sedis”, Palacocrangon has a head with a peculiarly curved irontal profile,
projecting lateral lobes (eyes?), and strongly developed but incompletely
preserved mandibles. There are seven thoracic segments, followed by an
abdomen consisting of two very large segments. The terminal segment
ends in a slightly upturned point. Uropods arve visible on its sidec. The
body is laterally compressed, with a median ridge on the head and
abdomen.

In Bate's reconstruction four abdominal somites and a telson are
added which make the fossil appear like an Amphipod but Geinitz and.
in fact Bate himself figured what are obviously the basal portions of the
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